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Thompson, Charles Manfred. History of the United States — Political, 
Industrial, Social. Chicago: H. H. Sanborn & Co., 1917. Pp. xx-f-540. 
$1.60. 

In his Preface Professor Thompson makes the following statement con- 
cerning the general organization of the field and the apportioning of space 
among the various time periods: 

In apportioning space among the various time periods, I have departed somewhat 
from the usual division. Thus in the first of the three parts into which the text is 
divided I have devoted one chapter to a brief account of European conditions prior 
to about 1600; one chapter to discovery and colonization; one chapter to colonial 
society and government; three chapters to colonial industry and trade; one chapter 
to the causes of the Revolutionary War; one chapter to the War itself; and one chap- 
ter to the period of the Confederation after 1783. These eight chapters comprise a 
little more than one-fourth of the entire book. 

The second part, which covers the period 1789-1865, is made up of eleven chap- 
ters and comprises almost one-half| of the entire book. One chapter deals with the 
American Industrial Revolution; one with the westward movement; one with politics; 
four with industry and trade; one with banking and the currency; one with slavery; 
one with the relative strength of the North and South about i860; and one with the 
Civil War. 

Seven chapters make up the third part, which covers the period 1865-1917. 
One chapter is devoted to reconstruction; one to population and labor; one to manu- 
factures and the tariff; one to agriculture; one to foreign and domestic trade; one to 
banking; and the last to the United States as a world-power. 

A careful reading of the book convinces one that Professor Thompson has 
done more than simply add one more text to the list of traditional ones. He 
has in reality done what the subtitle of his books suggests, viz.: emphasized 
industrial and social life to a much greater extent than other texts in the same 
field have done. For this reason the book ought to find favor among teachers 
who are looking for a text which is more industrial and social than political. 

Besides the foregoing merit the book has many others. It contains twenty 
good maps, eight charts, and a multitude of statistical tables and illustrations. 
At the end of each chapter one finds suggestions, oral and written exercises, and 
supplementary reading. Those relating to the latter are very definite, being 
arranged by topics with exact page reference on each. Now and then a list of 
important dates appears. The Appendix contains material of an industrial 
as well as of a political nature. The book represents a movement in the selec- 
tion of history materials for a text, which is gaining converts very rapidly. 

Moore, Ernest C. Fifty Years of American Education. A Sketch of the 
Progress of Education in the United States from 1867 to 1917. Chicago: 
Ginn & Co., 1017. Pp. 96. 

Far-reaching and significant changes have taken place in American educa- 
tion during the past fifty years. An excellent summary of these changes is 
found in this little monograph by Dr. Moore, which was written upon the 



